
Mr Al!cn, chairman of the committee on enrolletl bills, :re­
porti.:U as correctly cnl'olloll, prope!'ly signed, an<l this dn.y pre-
8ented ti; the Go\'er11ur: .A. Bill to a11thurize the C01nptrol1cr to 
is-sne cl nplicates of certi lie:it.cs of certai B lost ccrti ficates of stuck 
on certain C(JtHlitions. ..\ bill supplctncutttry to :u1 act to inc\Jr­
pur:1te th~ Sulplini· Fork rfntnpikc Uonlpauy. A Bill n.ntlu)r­
izing: the transfe1· 1.1f certain Stock Bond:5 on certain eonditio118 . 
. l'J.. JjiJI t,i crc:i.tc the iit'tce:ith .Tudici:tl 'District: and provide fen· 
the election c.1f n J1:tlgc and Dist1·ict 1\ttorney thercof1 nnd de­
fine tlie t.i111e of holding- con it~ therein. .l'J.. Bill defining th0 
Seventh Jndici:i.l J)istl'ict, nnd the tiine of ho1ding Courts in 
the sanir.>. .l Bill tiJI' tLc relief of th~ heirs and nssignecs of 
'l'lion1ns \\.'"i\!ia:ns. .il ]~!ill to incorporiltc the Brazori:i Oount.r 
Ins11n111cl~ CE>n1pa11y: :liid L\. Bill fur the relief of certain Sheriffs 
therein 11a1r1\.'d. 

On 111oti(•n of i\Ir l·liil: the Senate ndjoHrncd till fi:londay 
next, nt 10 .\.:\1. 

SE:N"ATE C1rA1'tllER, l 
.Monday, .Jau1uu·y 21: 1856. 

'l'lic Senate \rns <.:all•.·d to ordc1· by lht! Pn.!sident, pursuant 
to :1dj..:n1r;•1ll!Cllt-p:-:1yer by tJic L:JinJ:JJ<1ill-l'01l CaJleJ-q_norunt 
present. 

'l'l1u jonrii:ll of Sat.urd;1y \\'HS read :1nd ncloptcd. 
Mr \\1 lnt0 pri..'~<.:nted tliu 1ietitio11 of the Arans:H; Road <Join· 

pn.ny: r1..derr~d to the co1i1n~itl";.;c OH I11ternnl l.1nprov•~rnents. 
}..fl' I lili1 c:!inil'n1a11 dt' the <.:oJ01n1ittec on Clai111G and Acconnt.'3, 

suhniitted thu ti.ill1.J\-;·in:.;· 1·upurts: 
'Ifie cu1111ni1U:c on (),!:~inis and .J\cconnt:s h:l,-e cc111sidercd t:h1~ 

pr~tirio111.if X. ~a,·1;1·y,·:tnd ilnd, fro111 the tcsti111ony 1 that said 
S;t\·l.!r\· \Va~ :L 111u1uh~r of tliu 'lex:,:u1 annv nt tl1c tin1c of th~ 
.,:ntle"tlf $;111 .J:1ei1\to1 !u 21::t .:\pril, 1.s:JH; 1.iut ;rns 11ot ~tctnally 
cn:-{nged i11 !'l1r. hnt.tlv, in co11:-cq11ene:c of baving been detailed 
•ill ~pt:ci;i\ :-i1...:r,·ic.:u. lly 1.)rdJr (lf tile c.:01n1nanding genel':d. 'Il:e 
{_'.11111111itt<.!c al"\.; ~ar.i.:;fiud, 1hat i\"Jr Saver)"· rcuJere.J iinportant 
i.;er\·ic.:c:-3 to lli<.! tf.n111try at. th;lt e,·entfnl pci·iod: b0th bc:f·)~·e a1Hl 
ctfter Llie batl'lt·; but the prcc.:i:se tenn of service cannot b1! 
HS<.:crt;tincd. 'l'llu coininittcc nre of opiuion that he i:c\ ~ntilled 
to doll:ttiou land: a1.1cl three hundred :tnd t'WCllt.v :1ercs bonnty 
land; and h:i\.·e in.structed n1e to report the acc.:Oinpanying Uiii 
for iiis relit~!", nnd rceonuncnd its pas.sftge. 

A bill fur tlie relief of N. S!lvcry: read first time. 
1'he corntnittce on Clai1ns and Accounts have cxa1nincd "A 

hill to an1cnd tbo 7th Sc\·enth section of 'An net to provide fo1· 
the pay1nl!Ht. of six companies of 1uouutcd \·olunteers that \Vere 
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ounstered '.nto the service of the State of Texas, on the first day 
of Xovember, 185±, under a rcciuisition of Brevet ~fajor-Gencral 
rcrsifor F. Smith, a11d to pay the expenses incurred by 8\\id 
companies,"' approved 14th J:tnn:iry, 1856, and find that the 
section i)rcposed to he ::-.rncnded 011\y :tnthorizcs the GoYernor 
to appoint oue fl.gent 10r tlic disl;nr'-~eu1c1Jt ot the inoney <lnc tbe 
\·OlnntecrS1 011 accn:1"' '· J' :!1c f::Ct'~'j(;(:_.:; J'Clldered by t!1e1n. 'rhe 
dcla,_r rl!su!ting t'rv:i. ~i.:i~ a..rra.nge:nent~ \VOtild not be doing 
eqnn.l and cxn.et .iu.Rticc to all. lt ,rill b~ rc1uc1nhcrccl that the 
Go,-cl'llOl', in c:lllin~ thi) . .-;e trc11ips into '2cr,~ice~ di"'idcd the State 
i:1to six: di\"is'.ons; sou1c of ,~;hich 1 arc in the extl·c1ne portio~1s 
1,."lf the S~:;.lc. rro rcqni1·c one agent to tl':J.Yel to 11..ll pru:ts Of the 
State; \\'unlLl necessarily dcln.y, probubly fol.' sevo1·ri.l inouths, 
the pnyni~:;t Ltf t'.1c <:·)inpnnies last ren.chcd. 1Io avoid this 
.J.ela.y and consequent h<tl'dship, the acco1npanying bill anthor­
.:;~cs th(! Cl0•..-crno1· to appoint such addltion:t! nttn1bcr of persons, 
1Jr a;..:e11ts, -.15 \t·ill secure the pron}pt p<iy1ncnt of the parties 
entit!ed. In thi~, no :1ddi~ional e:·:p~nse y;itl be incurred by 
the St:t~.e. rrhis bi![ further p:';)•:ic{1.;S: t!!rt.t if any pC!l'SOll entitled 
~1in.1l f,~j\ to gvt his inonl~Y 1\·1_11n the abents) or either of the111, 
he :·hall \y.) a\h)\\·ed to n1r.l~e application to the tren.8ul'y for tha 
5~\ine; iu:iki.ng- p1·opcr pr~)of :t8 to his identity1 and the pcrforin­
ancc of the 80!'\'iCe f0r \V}iicJi }ic chd1nS pay. rl'he CO.inJuitteo;, 
:tre iuui.ni1nou.;/y uf t!ie opinion thnt the bill shou1d p:l.ss, and 
r·ccon11r:end it aco::ordiu~l~r. 

The co1nn1ittcc on <.Jla.i1ns :1nd ...:i.cconnts hfl.\'t) had before 
thc1!1, ''A bill fur the relief of Thos. D. Cay(;O ;-:.nd Sn.l'ah 
\V-hitcl;; and find tha.t said c~1.yce claitns C\nnpensativn fo1· 
pr1:pc1'ty t~kcn ft·on1 hitn} ~nd ~tpptopria.tcd to the nsc of the 
:lrn1,r· nad Eoldier.:; ot the late Jlepuhlic ot' Texas, in the years 
183!) :1nd :;17. 'J:Jie- cvidtncc is fulir n.nd a11 that js presented 
gii·en nr.der oa:l1, bck>rc n.n o!ficer authorized to administer 
•Jatho. 

(~npt. 1\.. Xeil :3tah!P.: that he \1.rr.;; ordered, \11ith llis co111pauy, 
to Ca.Yee~:; croasing, ou the v.,·c::t bank of the (]olorado river, in 
1'fata~\l}~'(.Ia, county, to take possession of the pla.ce~ and occupy 
it :t\$ :' 1nilitary post; k1:ep a ferry, bulld lloa.ts1 and nssist in the 
t1·ansporta.tion of nll public inattcrs bct\vecn the govcrn1nent and 
the army: to collect nll the cattle ncm·, and take charge of them; 
using such only ns \\·ere fit for beef; and obey snch order.s as 
he should receive re1ntii'e thereto. I-Jc fOnn<l there soine "five 
or six hnndred head of cattle/' and reinri.incd in charge of the 
station as co1nn1andaut, fro1-n No\·. JS3U, to June 183·7, \vhcn 
he left it in charge of Capt. Lcft\';ich. 

Dni-ing the time that he wns there, severnl lrnndrcd bead of 
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cattle were used-some as beef, some di·ivcn to bead-qnarters., 
nnd some stock cattle (cows and calves) traded off for beef cattle, 
and others delivered "to people under special O)'(lcl'S :" n!I of 
which will be seen by rcfereucc to the copy of mid orders, as 
given in his d(',position. IIe states u tht\t he lnts r.o donbt that 
three or four hundred l1cad of cat.tie \Vere used or driven rnvar 
from the po.st, '\'hilst it \Yas nndor his conunnnd, f0r the 'benciit 
of the ar1ny." l~is orders vrcrc rcce·ivcd fro111 Gencl'als S:llll 
Houston a1id F'olix Hoi1st(l11, and Col. P. Caldwell, qnortcr-
111aster. 

1',rnncis '11. Dnftu1 states, thnt he lrils a 1nc1nber of Onptain 
N cil's comp:rny; tliat the cattle in the neighborhood were 
regarded as the c:ittle of snid Cayce, an.I wns public property, 
and used for pnblic purposes, and for the nsc of tl1e rroopB 
stntioncd at said Cayce:s crossing (the hides \rere soid ln 
lltah1gorda for coftee) and " large number used for beef and 
driven off to head quarters~ nnd u1uny CO\VS an<l calves cx-­
chf\nged for beef c~ttl(;; that the coinpany "had po;::session of 
Col. Cacey's plantatio11, honseB, fer1·y: &c: r.nd us\:.d \vha.tever 
cC1uld he. rnadu nscfnl ii.Jr the arn1y: the buildings tterc rnuch 
injured; nnd \VhCll he ]eJ't tl1e rlacD, jt '\\-aS f;encra\ty ill a 
diJapidatcd condition.:' rrLat ,vJ1cn the con1pany took pos.sess~ 
ion of the place, a Mr. Cnnningh:un Jiad it jn ch~u·ge, as tho 
agent of said Cayce; thn,t said Cnnn]nglir.1n \Vas co1npelle<l to 
yield po~session, and liad to leave contrary to his \tish. 

Gov. A. C. Horton states. that he \',"fl.8 in the OH'lTI\' of rre:xns 
ln 153(3, nn<l frequently pns'sed tlie tesidencc of 'Ih1;111ns Cayce: 
vu the Colorado i that the:: re \Ve:·c a nn:n her of troops stationed 
there, nndcr the co1nn1rrnd of Cnptnin J.;eft\vie1.c-a portion of 
the troops ''"ere quartered i11 the honse of snid Cnyce, nnd n. 
portion in tents; all the fencing, 01· the greater pai·t of it, '"T1.5 
destroyed by tho soldiers, and the hous~s ~natet·i1.lly 'njnted. 

1(r Cnycc bought a un111bcr of cattle of ~t1: Colen1an (the pre­
cise nurnbcr he did not J.no\\' ;) it \vas ,zenerally r~\Jorted nl)(Hlt 
live hundred head 1 ont of \vine Ji he on()' re!covered tjfiy or sixty 
Jiend niter !he invn~ion. He he11rd 1he soldiers sny rhat they 
got their r:ilions ont of tile stock :1t !lint plnce. There '"·ns 110 
other person living on the other !-:itle of the r1ver1 "·ithjn t\venty 
1nlles who hnd any stock, nnd the soldiers n111st ha\·c used the 
stock of snsd Cayce. The place, after the soldiers left it, wa• 
in such n <lunn1ge<l condition, that tile said Cnyce never occupied 
it thereafter. but sold it nt \vhat he considered n great saer)ficl". 

Rnbert Williams testifies that said Onyce bought of H. H. 
Lengree in 1833, or early in 1834, 100 head of cattle; he also 
bought of Mr Coleman early in 1836, 500 head al grown cat-
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tic, and all of his young stock from three years old nnd down; 
he \vonl<l suppose, \\'itli the inr.rease of his stock, Lo must btt'f'C 
h;i<l frorn 90U to 1200 head of cattle at the ti1ne of his leaving 
his place~ anti that lie f'unnd 011ly -10 or 50 head on his return. 

S. B. J~ichnrds, Jolin SocI\ey, J. arid l~ Cncey: J. Sn1i1li 1 .J. 
C. Cun11tu;;!ian1, nn<l .l.<HI<l II. P. Itedficld, sustain snbsrantia!ly 
tile E1cta ns ~iven by tho otllel' \Vltt1essc~:. and st;1te fnrtlll!r, 
that. tile fl~rry bont of said Cayer. '''as lost L)y tl:e tr<lop:;. 'rill; 
bill npprnpri:tt~s 82,150 OU fvr the beef n11d boat w·hich \Vere 
nse<l r1)J" the bent;fit of tile arn1v · the corrnniuce rc·co1nn1end . . . ) 

t !lrtt 1 t pll:'\ ~. 

·rhc bill nlso propO$CS to nllo\V }.frs Sarah \"\~hi!·c 81:000 on 
fnr prop~r!y taken aad u.:cd by the 'l'exns arn1y, in the r;;nne 
\Yay, and during- the snrne period; the proof of \Vhich is of !be 
~atne cb::ractcr, nnd 1~q11nil.r ;:s rtlinhle .-is tli::t :1drluced in snp­
pnrf of t!H~ c.:J<drr;~:: or l\lr (~aycc~. 1\ 1najorit\~ of the COl1lll1iHe~ 
thPrc((lJ"C in:-5lruct nie to report the sarnc Uaek"to t!:e Sc11alci aud 
r•.'COlllfnend 1t:5 pa:-.:,age. 

)Ir 1'r11ir, lroin the co1nrnirtcc on pri•.nue !:u1d c\~irns Ko. 1: 
tn. \vhicli '.rns rett~rrcd the pi:ti~ion of Cling Pears1)1J, rcporLe<l a 
l)ill f;-)r his relief, recon1n1e11din!r its pas~agl! . 

. \ biil f1}r tile relit·f of ('[in;_.!; Pear:::on: re;)il fir~t tin1e. 
()~n 1notinn nf ?lfr :\.nnsr'i·nng- the l'.11le \\·a~ su::.pended~ bill 

rcaU se1:ond titnc: and ordered 10 ht~ engr.;is:.:t'.(1. 
<Jn n1 . .1tinr: of J,rr .-\.rD1s!rnn!{ the rule \ra~ further suspended, 

bill ren.d third tiaJt': a11d pa~.::;t-!d, 
J\[r 'l.':>.yl'"'r or Cil~si chairrnnn of tile corn!11ittcc on pnbiie 

d~bl, n1,1du !\it~ fulln\Vill.~: reports: 
rJ'hc coa1n1i1tce on priOlic •lebt1 to '.Vhich '\\·ns rc{err€d the pe­

titi1)J1 or .r. 11. JJ1~\'IJcl1){1 nnd :Thf. f\1. Bnttlc. for tile p;1rties nt in­
fe\'(~~t; hn-.-c consi11r:•red t!ie ~ilHlt~: and find 'that petitionc~l'S a~lt!ge 
tln<t f!:u1dy nu<l 1.n:;k 1i.1d ')!l bof:.rrl thf~ $.-.;Loaner Sandiago: 
~ood:~. \Ytln'::::'. a11d 111ercha.11di:,e 1 tri the :unonnt of ~320,00U OU 1 

.i.uJ'lnd t~.1r ;.\e\v Orleans, in ..:l.pril 1:3i1G: that the \'CS~el \Va:.; at 
\°<.!lascn pressed by till~ l;•ln11nander of t(11~ port into \lie ser\'icc 
of ]'exas, for the pnrposc of cnl'rvin~ otr tile fa1niliP.s und f:.n1n1~ 
(Tnvernn11!llt property, and '"'ns" d8lni11ed $uvernl days. 1.'h.:i.t 
\\·hen she \vng ro!cascd, she p11t to sea: nnd in 3lfe1npting- to cr1);;:s 
the l3raz._1;; Bar, she \Vas \\'recked. and the cre\v lu$r. 1'i·1c re­
ti1in11er alleges .that the \Vrcck nnJ loss \V<lS cons0q11ent npon the 
tletcution ori the part of the officers of the Republic of 'i«!xa~, 
aud thnreforc the Governtncnt should 1nakP good the loo~ to the 
parties. K ow the qncstion arises, \Vas the loss cnnsed by tlu,i 
deteution, or not¥ 1'his is a nice point for the con1n1ittee, or 
any oue else to deci<le i the \Vrcck might hnve occurred, had the 



vcs.~el been permitted to pursue her voyage \vitUnnt detention. 
'l'his is one of tho contingencies \vhich \Ve think: t!o one can 
decide cnrrectlv. 'l'hc cotnn1ittee. frotn the fa<;ls before thetn. 
11Tc nol \rillliF; to snr that such is.the case.and tberetOre reco1n~ 
1nend the rC>jt~~tiou Or 1he petition. · 

rrh~ conn1liltcc 1111 public <lebt hare considered a joint reso­
lntion concc:·ning t.he public del·t. nnd u snbstirnte :herPJOr, and 
tin<l that lile ori2iual rcso!ntion proposes to pay the difi:ercncc. 
bcf\vcc11 lhf' face \•alne and tht: p~o rata allo'i\·ed by the debt acr, 
to tile original O\Vflers. 'l'he su~,.~titnte prop<1ses in lien of this 
to ruiJke ·nn approp: iatiou (out of the n1onies accrni11~ to th13 
State of 'l'cxas by the acceptnuce of the p11blic debl bill no1v 
pcndin~) IOr rhc pny1nent of certain hard c3ses, as con1prised in 
J)ncnllH!llt C. or [IJe rcporl uf the Auditorinl Boa1d in 1\ovem. 
ber, I 851. 1'hrse cases \rerc scaled to 70 cents on the doll:.:11·1 

\Vhen they sliuulJ have been nllo\ved n.t par~nnc of then1 v;as 
pn.id by r-p('c.ial :tct nf the last 1~(~2islat11re. 'J~l1e C1)n1niittc~c arc 
uf orininu !hot s):i)nld t!Jc drbt !Jill pns~ 1 tlint tile diJi(~retJcc be. 
t;\·rcn lilc f:1ce and pro rain befiJre al!nded U\ shon!d be nsed in 
relieving-sncli c•1:-;r~:; as arc co1r1prised in tile snbstitutc, ns it is 
very cerr:1ii1 a1 snine tinie: those clairns \vi!! be paid. 

'l'hey Lhcreforc recorn1noud the a.doption of the substitute: and 
pa~_:::iage of the bill. 

J\1r (h1inn, ch;tir1nan of the cbrnnlhtee on cngrosse.:l bills
1 

rcport1.~J C1>rrectly en;:rosf'ed, 
A hill 1{Jr the relii-;t' of Fr:n1cis J3l11ndell . 
... \.bill lor the relir~r of ibc bt~irs and lcg:al represenlar.ives of 

Derby l\.lorris, dno:.:P.:t~C'd. •· 
A IJil 1 for 1 he rel id r'r .T oeeph ~[oore . 
. A lJill for the relief or 1l'hot11as IJattcr~on. 
1\ hill f~ir 1!ic roliet of Rohl:rt Sanders. 
J\ bill autlicrizi11£r tht~ c_;on11nissibner of the Genentl Land 

<)!lice 10 i . .:;;:::·i;c to Alexander i\1cCtd!och a ccrt:ficale ror one~tilirtl 
uf •~ 1 .. •,1rrne of land . 

.J\. hill !Or the relief of the heirs of J~dg-.1r ~L S1u1ders. 
Joiut re:;:ol11tion grantin!! lenvcofabsence to Joel L. A.nk:rin1, 

judge of the 11th jndicinl tlistrict. 
A bill for the relief of John W. Collins, and J'Tathan W. 

Bush. 
A bill for the relief of ,Tohn S. Hill. 
A bill for the reJit~t of l3e1~jnrnin Bryant. 
A bill for tlic relief of the heirs and assigns of llezekiah 

George. 
A bill for the relief of Charles Gilchrist. 
A Uill for 1hu relief of the l1eirs of Jose <le Jesus Rodrigues. 



A bill to allow John G. Gmham to tran.,ct business and mnke 
biriding contrticts in his o,yn nnn1e. 

A hill fnr the relief of John Sp~rb. 
A hill for tbe :tfaJ of Stephen F. Spnrks. 
A bill to change the nan1e of l\cisuli·l liernandez to i\J11ria 

Ilosa!ia Ursl:nr. 
1\. bil.I (nr the fllJefof the heirs of \Vi\lian H. Clopton, 
,..\11d a biil fnr the rtlier of the heirs of IIenry 1\pptc,\·llitc. 
lifr Hni:):s1.d/ 1 from the sa1nc co1nn1itteei reported cOITl'<.:t!y en~ 

gros~ed: 
1\... bill to incorpor;~te :1Iil:1.n1 1nale nn<l fen1ale In!'tirutc. 
A bill to a1nencl the tlth ~ection of an }1Ct entitled, an act· to 

incorporatu t li•\ (la! \.'l~stou and Drnzos Na.vi~ation con1inn1 y-ap­
prot~cd 1''eh. S(h, 18.JO, 

And a bill to incorporate She\wnee Lodge ='lo. 15. of the l. 0. 
O.F. -

.t\!r DnrrO<i,!.(hs pre~;enterl the pelition of B. F. \VenlbelTcd: 
referred to cn~ltn1ittr~e 011 privaie lnnd clnirns, :'.\o. '2. · 

J\fr .1Jryn11 prusr~11f•Jcl tht:: petilil111 of Ff. Bnrruugbs; referred to 
\!01nn1ittee on p11bli·~ debt. 

ti!· Grinict; i1ltroduccd a hill to incorpornre Alta !\'lira J,odge, 
No.;}.)~ l. (). 0. }'.; reild Jlrst and :~ccond 1i1nc$, nnd r1.:fcrreJ to 
co1nn1ittee on the .Jndicinrv. 

l'.tr ':I.1:1y!or of (;;_:;.ss introc'inced n bi!! providinz Cn· a clHin~c i:i 
the 1'n:u::;urv tiscal Vo<1r: read !lr.·t 1in10. ·· '· 

Ou n:o:ir;'a of b[r 'l';ty!or nf Cnss t\ir. rnle \\''1~> GllS[ionded, 
bill rc11d second 1in1ei a11<l ordered to be enzrcssec1. · 

;\Jr rr,:.yior nf 0<lSS 1110'•'\!d the (nrther St]spcnsion of the r~ile, 
carrit.:d ~ and biil rend third ti:nG, aud p:.1s.:;cd. 

~'lr J3nrro\\•"l1~. chairin:'"!n of Ill~ select curnn1itier. to \vhlch 
''"as n~ferrDJ .~ n:~oln1ion in~trne;tins: 1hen1 tt) inve::<ti~·ait! the re· 
eerie frauJs couHniUed in prnc11!'ing- bnnnty nnd dorl~1ri(Jn lnnd 
\\'arranl$1 hendrig:ht r:~rtificatc.3, ~in<l soldiers' pay: 11lade the fol:.. 
Jo\ring report: 

To t1~& .Tiun. Il. ll. Runnel!J, 

SEN.:i.:rE c:1I"l:'ID3ER: l 
Jan. 21st, 1856. \ 

l)re8illent of the Senate: 
'l'hc scluct c\11nn1lttcc: to \Vhon1 \V<lS 1e!'t>rrc::J a re.soltnion in­

st:rncli1Jg tllein to investi,!:!'atc the recent /rands co1121nitte<l iu pro· 
rnring 6t)n:1ty a11~l <lonation lnntl \Varrn111s, hcadright certtficates, 
nnd soldiers' pay, nnd thnt 1hey rcpflrt 10 the Senate the extent 
of the fl'nnds, \t'llh n bill to detect the sn.n1c, nod prevent their 
consnn11nntion, ln1ye nttcnded to the duties assignc<l 1he1n, nn<l 
have exn.n1inc<l all tho evidence that it \Vns possible to obtain in 



388 

regard to those inalters, nnct no\v beg leave to report that they 
helieve at least t\vo hundred and fortv·t\VO certificates }Jave been 
fr;;ndnlently obta!nod from the 1\.djutflnt Gene.rill's office, to \vit; 
}::;!even bountv certihcrites for SOU acres l'ach. 8.800 
Fotty-eight i<iOnnty and donation (niostly dOnatiC1n) for ' 

G±O ncre~: cncli, 301520 
Orie hundred nntl cigli:y·t\vo bonn1y certific;Ues f()r 

3:~0 acres each, 58,2-±0 

..'..\.tnountinz in t!ie nggrcgat.r_•, to !}/,;)t)(l 

'I'hosc cert.iOer1tes \\·ere all issned to a~signccs since abont ~he 
1st dtl\" of .Jatlll<ll"j', 1804, nron forged :issignniellt1', all of \vl11ch 
purp(:i;:icd ta htive bc.:e;n aclzno\vlC<lged or- proved befo»e sonHJ 
chici'jnsticc, no:nJ"y public, or county cl\~rk. In 1nat1y iusta11ccs 
it is loHnvn th:1t th1-~ r;rrtificntcs of the officers bef(>re '~rbo111 these 
assig11n1erus purpor!ed to !J<n•e been :u.:knn\\'Jedgt:d or pro\'ct1 1 
\VP.re forg::~:·ies, ;ind in 1nnny instances it is believed llin.t 1!ie 
ofHcers before y;Jion1 the acknov;Jcdgen1ruts and prnofs purport~·d 
to ha\'C b1~cn tnken, \\'ere CO<!tiizant of the forg1.~rie8: nnd gn\·e 
b!nnk certificn1es to he filled np by tile nssignces, or \Vi 11nlly 
rnadc fa1r,e cr~rtiti.caf(;S. 

In ot:1cr insrnnces, persons f..:tlsely rcprcseuted 1!:en11;;e1\'CS 10 
lie the :tssig-11ecs: or ,ritnes:::es to tile nssign1rie11t:;-, nnd c)ppeared 
before t!1e olficers and ac:kno~vled2:e<l nr provnd the.:-:e assignruents. 

'l'he con1n1i1ti~c !Jave asceriaitJed by po;.;i1ive evidence t!i,~t 
1nany of tl1cse assi(.rnces hnd been dead for veur."> before tho d1de 
nf tll,ese n:'\)iznn1eufs 1 und that son1e of rh~~n1 are still Ji \'ing, nnd 
declare t!i;it the::y !lever executed any snch ;issigu1nr·nt.s. 

Mo.st of ihese nssi3·nn-1ents purport to have been niade by per­
son~ 'ivho \•:ere aci.ualtv entitled to land for scrvie;c;:;, and \vllo 
had never olJtained cr;·tiiicn!es tbei·ei~1r: bnt 1n1111v certific:i.!Cs 
!Jil1-c bc~cn i~;sncd npon J-;.ir~red ns.si::rnrnctlts of {icri1(c,i1:s persons1 
<tild persoiis v:ho nt~\'er rl•11der('d auv S!.;rVice, 1111der tile provis­
ions of t!io St:1~nnd ~ce;tit)ll of ;111 acf tn provide tor th,~ issnance 
of bounty nnd dn11;_1tin11 lnnd \r:trr:111!s to persons ei:iitlf:d to lhe 
:~1.ine-<tpprovcd .Tan. :Jl~i, lf:jJ, 'irhieh atJth1Jrize1.1 tllu .Jl.llju1n11t 
'lit:neral l(i i~:::n•; bnlllll\' 11n<l don;1tion ceni!icates to perc:oll!'l 
\\'liose 11a:uv::o: did nnt npi1ern· upon the n1nst>:!r rnlls ill bis off]ci.~, 
upon !he a.filJavits nf l\Vo person:) \Vllo$e nn1nes ;ippcared in the 
1nnsterr0Jls of tli1~ co1npany1 stating the date au<l tin1e ofser\·icn 
of ~the applicant; tlic~e certificates \Vf're obtaiued npon frJrged 
afhdavits, of persons \vhose nan1e~ appeared 11po11 the n1n8tcr 
rolls of the con1pany, 1nany of \Vho1n had becu dead for ye:1rs 
before the dute of .these affidavits. 

'l~he committee have also nscertained that nt the time th~ par-
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ticB obtained lh;,se certificates upon folse nn<l for~c<l asiign-·• 
ments, rhcy nlso obtained in nlatly instnnces ii·o1n the A<ljnt1:111t 
Ci·i::neral a certificate to the anditor, that the ussignee \V;.ls c11ti­

led to the monthly pay ot the ns:sig-nor, \Vhich ccrtillcntes \Vere 
::!ub:;eqnently audited nnd pt1id, by \Vhich n1eans the snn1 of 
nbont ~\VCnty-fonr hundred and 1ifty dollar~ nn<l thirty·t\vo ccn1s 
huve been dra\vn fron1 the •rren3urer1 by p:lrlie~ \Vllo \Vere nvt 
entitled to it. 

'file c1)1llu1ittce ba\'C reason to bc[ieve, that besides the ccrtifi­
c.11es relCrrcJ tu nbove, others iBSlJed fro1n the ..-idjntaut Gcuer­
t1t1s office pn.!\·iou~ to tbe lsl of January, 185~~, upon false nntl 
forged nssiga1neuts, but they hnvc Bet been nblc to S<t!isfy then1-· 
se[\·cs ~v!iutnu1r11Jer \Vere so issued. 

r_rlie con11nit1ee h;:rrc nlso asc.i:rtniueJ that fo11rteen for.zed 
jndgnient:s for one h~agne and lubur of ln11U C<\Ch, seine ng:1ii1st 
the l{.epnb\1c a11d ~on1c ngnlust the S1ate of 'rex.tlS: coufir1uing 
ee.nificates \\·llich \Vere not re'!onHnended for patent by lhe 
tr<.1veling find lf>C:l.I boards of !alld co1111nissioners, have bt!e11 cu~ 
teri.?.d upon lho records of the dicltriet con rt of San : ... ugustiue 
couuty, atnonnting iu the nggrc:gtllc to G-1:470 acre,, and that 
about lO,lUO ncrcJ of fru1d \Vere P•ttented undt~r these jt!dgn11..:nts1 

before these fOn:rcries \Vere discovered. 
'flH~y hnvc a\So a~c·Jrtnined that n1any f1)r.g-cd ccrtif:_catcs <trc 

in circ:ulntion, \vhich pnrport to hn.vc issnetl fro111 the C:<Jnnty· 
court of Sau 1\..ngt~~tinc county: ~on1e ot' \vhich \rcrc tii!se!y re~ 
port~<l lc Ilic Co1nrn1ssio:1er of the Ur.uera! J~nnd Office by tbv 
lu.te Clcr1~ 1lf that court. 

'rhey h<1Yl~ nlso ascertuiucd t\1nt tl:e record~ of tl!e board of 
]and con1n1issi•H1c.rs or ~!11...dbv cuui:tv !Jave rr~ce11tlv been 
c!1nngcd1 ;,o as to 1n:1ke it :1pj;cnr lbnt- t\rO ci:rtifcates"J~)l' oue 
lea~uc alld labor each. t\vclvc for on1! thirtl of n h~ngue, an<l 
t\velve for lZSO acres e;lch \Vci:e isSined by S<\id bcard 1 \Vhcn in 
fact1 no such ccrlific:ttBs \\·ere ever is~ned ; and the co1n1nirtl'C f~ar 
t!J::it serious frauds of u siinilnr nature tr.• those above refCrred to 
ha.ve been prn.cticed in at.her conntic9, thongh they h;.\V(: no posi· 
tive evidence on the snbji.::ct. 

'l1he con11nittee do uot dcetn it c>:pcdient or proper lo nnn1e 
here nny of tho p;irties \Vho hnve ·perpelraled lhesu frnnds nnd 
forgel'ie~, nor the \Vitucs~es ft·on1 \vhnn1 they have received tes .. 
tinluny 1 n.s these rn;i.ttcrs n.rG 110\V n11dt'.rgoing jndieial investiga­
tion, aud lllt!ans are being taken to have rlic parties prosecuted. 

'l,heco1111ni1te"' present licrevrith a bill to be r.ntitled 1 '' nn act 
to ascertttill the legal claims for lands "gainst the State,;; \Vhich 
I hey reco1nmend to the favorable cousitleratioo of 1he Senate; 
this act provides lhe mode of pro,·ing up claims for lnud, upon 



whicb certificates have not heretofore issued, and also contains 
provisions. by which it is believed that all of the fraudulent cer· 
tificates wtl\ be detected, nnd be stopped from obtannog patents 
thereon. 

1~he con11nittce in the invcstigarion of the different frnnds, 
hnve hnd abnudnnce of evidence before thetn, \vhicb sho\YS tliat 
the Exccuti\.'C by b·iS vigilance nnd care, !las rrevefllt:·d nn irn­
lllcn~e Joss to tile Stnte1 and by the firrn and decided stand lie 
tnnk in i!1e in;;estigation of the fr:iuds, and preventing their co11-
SllUJlnatio11, sho\vS thnt he had an PJ"C single to the interest of 
the Su-1.ie, reg-ardlc::iS of consrqnenccs. 

- .J. M. DlllUWuGHS, 
Chainnau of Select Uo1nn1ittef'. 

On inotion of ]I.Jr Potter1 the rule \vas suspended, and the 
rcpurt taken up, n.nd one hundr;,;:<l copies of the rcpol't :HH.1 bill 
\\'t.:re ordt?l'cd to Ge printed and n1aJ0 the special orJe1· af tbe 
(lay ft)l' :~'ridn.\·, the ;Z;;lh inst. 

1\fr liord oftGrcd !he follo\ving resolution: 
Iie8oh;ed, 'l'hat the :::elect co1n1nittee for the investi~ation of 

tlte rcportf-i of j)Iessr::> 'l'a,ylur and Lilnc, Co1n1nissiuners to ex­
:.11uine 1and titlC'8 \\'{;$t of the Nueces, be instructed to rccei\·o 
and exa1nino CL'Jt::iin titles to Jn.rids in the sn1nc part ot the 
State, \rl1it:l1 arc llO\',~ in the Landa of :F·clix A .. Ulncher­
at..Iopted. 

Nlr Paln1cr offered the folli)'.\'ing resolution : 
Rcsal1 1cd~ That the con11nittec on Pt~blic Printing be nnthor­

izerl and requested to l1anJ 200 copies of the names and post­
<.1fiice.s of the 1ne1nbcrs of r11e Senate printed. ior the use ot t}Je 
Senate-adopted. - ' 

~'Ir 'l'ay!or, of CnRs, oft~Jrcd tho fo1lo\ving resolution: 
lle8oll'cfl, '[hat t!ic S1~crctnrv of the Sc""nate be. :i.nd he is 

hereby antliorised to CO!!tract fur tl1e renovating of \\" .. ttshing­
ton:ti fiortl':.iit, n1~d \\·hen 11i1ished to have thij sn1rl-c placed int.he 
Senate clir1111ber~ and that he is hereby authorised to dra\v ti·oin 
tliu cunting,~nt fund of the Senate a BnfTici~nt n.inount to pay 
for the ~:an1e, not to exceed oue hundred dollars-adopted. 

~.\.. n1es..;age \vas recci \"Cd frorn. the 11onsc, intOrn1ing the Sen­
ate that the Ilonsc liaJ vassed the i01lo\viug bills. orio·lnatincr in 
the Senate : ' 

0 
:::. 

A bill to c1·crtc the c•lnttty of Wise . 
. A. biil to create the couuty of Con1~nchc, with an an1cnd­

:nent. 
A bill confirming ccl'tain hcndright grants on the boundary 

line of Austin's Colony and Robertson's Colony. 
A b'll to create tho county of Erath. 



1 A bill to create the count.r of Atasco8a; and . I 
· A Joint Resolution, appropriating $5,548 70 to meet certain 
expenditnrcg tnllde for the Penitentiary. 

Also, a bill, originnting in the Honse, to nuthorise John II 
White, a 1uinor1 tu take charge of his estate1 and. tra.usact busi· 

neaa as tliongh ~e (~RDJ~~~"~~[~HE DAY. 

The report <if tlie co1n1nittec on the ~Ju'-licinry, on a. bill for 
the relief of the 'l 1cxn.n ercditors of the Gennan 1-<:n1igrt1tiun 
Co:npany, nnd to qniet tlic titli..!s to lands 1Jf the colonists, their 
repr~senta.ti-..es and assignees in Fisht,.:t· ..,.c.;; 1\'lillcr's colonyi ot-. 
fering· a nuhstitntc therefor. \Vn.s rend aud snbstitnte adopted. 

f\11· Pa.liner (iil\~rccl the follo\viug a1ncndn1cnt: 
In Sec. 3 1 aftc1· lhc \Vorel "ln..nU," iu 2·d !inc, insert "w·ithin 

the li~:lits of said culouy, in thQ sn1ne 1nn.nner as their pre1niu1n 
crrt.ilicates, and n11y f1ther !t\IH.15.n ~.:\..doptcd. 

OI! moti"11 1.>f Mr W e"therford, the Senate adjourned until 9 
v'cloek to-1Hul'l'O\V inorning. 

SE:NA'n•; '1'ri'.:~DA\" 1 JANLAl!Y 22d, 1856 
'rhc Senntc \Vas called to ordt:r, by the I>resi<lcnt. I)rayer 

fly the Chaplain-roll calle::.l-qnornn1 prc:seGt. 
'J'!ic Journal of yesterday \V<t:;.\ read and lldoptcd. 
A :n1 .. ::,snge \Va"> received fr•)rn Ilic £·louse: infOrn1ing- the Scn­

'"te of the passng·c of 11te foilo""'ing- hills Ori);!inating in the ticnate. 
A ili!I to !c~,;-!ize the official acts John- II. Sl-nither ns clerk 

Di:-tri('( court of J;n\vie c:.ou1Lty. 
:\.Iii!! fo1· the purchase ot n site nnd tho erection of n Store 

~::1<l \•:are!:ouse and for oth!.!r purposes. 
A bill donatiu~ one leugue of land ro Mrs. Elizabeth Crocket. 
Ji. Lill supp!ctnentary to au net to dl•fine tlte ti111e of holding 

the J)istrict conrts in the thtrtecot!1 Jndic;inl District . 
... 4. bill to confinn lhe iitles of ceru1in pre.empliou settlers \\1ith­

in the li:nits of J?o1~rs, Col(Jny. 
A bill for the ,.,,lief of die livirs of Elizoboth Jones, nnd A bil I 

to i11corpnra1e 1~·Hgrnnge Lodge Ko. :;.u of the Indepcndeut Order 
nf Odd Fellows. Abo informing the Senflte thot the 11011 Br hod 
conc11rrt'd in tile Se!Htte1s ameJJd111ents lo the follo\vjng bills: 

~t. bill to jncorporatc t}:e Jlendcrson }1'c1nale College. 
A bill for the rniief of l\indnllis Brpn. 
A bill to incorporate Walker Lodge No. 19 of the 1. 0. 0. F., 

and 1i~is receded frorn their 2<l au1cnd1nent to A. bill to incorporate. 
tho city .;,f t\hu·ohall. 

Also of the ps;sagc hy the House of a bill to incorporate the 
\V nshington county Rn ii road corupany, originating in their body. 


